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Founder’s Weekend
Battle of the 1,000 Islands

For more than a decade re-enactors have assembled on Van Rensselaer (Lighthouse) Point 
to commemorate Ogdensburg’s French colonial history. The military re-enactment and 
living history event draws re-enactors, historians, colonial artisans and event attendees 
from New York, Ontario and Quebec, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and other states and provinces. 
	 Fort de la Présentation founded in 1749 by Abbé Francois Picquet was a mission 
to Roman Catholic Iroquois and their allies. In the mid-1750s, the surrounding native 
populations from both shores of the St. Lawrence River and adjacent islands neared 3,000 
from which warriors joined the French in their conflict with England during the French 
and Indian War. Fort de la Présentation was abandoned in 1759 when the British gained 
the upper hand in the war and most of the Native population dispersed. In 1760, the 
two-part Battle of the Thousand Islands signaled the end of the French régime in North 
America. The French vessel L’Outauaise was captured by British gunboats off Isle Royale 
in August and later that month Fort Lévis (on what is now known as Chimney Island, 
located  opposite the Ogdensburg shoreline) surrendered to the British after more than a 
week long artillery bombardment. Fort de la Lévis, defended by about 300 French,  
Canadian troops and Native Americans fell to an Anglo-American Army over 10,000 
strong. In September 1760, Montreal surrendered and Canada officially joined the other 
American colonies as part of the British Empire after the signing of the Treaty of Ghent in 
1763.  
	 This history is commemorated at Founder’s Weekend
 Thank you for supporting Founder’s Weekend.
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	 This has been a long journey to our ribbon-cutting ceremony officially opening 
the Abbe Picquet Trail. The 1.25-mile-long waterfront trail provides access to the Abbé 
Picquet Memorial Obelisk/plaza, picnicking areas, benches for quiet contemplation, 
interpretive panels on the natural and cultural history of the St. Lawrence River Valley and 
the Ogdensburg community and visitor parking. The trail is open to the public for a wide 
range of activities, including: Walking/running, Cycling, Snowshoeing, Skiing, Picnicking, 
Fishing, Bird Watching, Passive Recreation, Heritage Education, Ship Watching.  
Abbe Picquet Trail and War of 1812 Peace Garden Opening Ceremony for the  
Abbe Picquet Trail and War of 1812 Peace Garden. 

	

Abbe Picquet Trail and War 
of 1812 Peace Garden

Opening Ceremony for the Abbe Picquet Trail and War of 1812 Peace Garden.
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	 The Fort La Presentation Association would like to recognize and thank those  
individuals and organizations that helped us recently complete the trail project.  
The journey began in 2013 when Paul Cummings of the Chazen Companies wrote the  
successful $352,650 CFA grant application for the OPRHP grant that represented the first 
major investment in the site. Our landscape architect, Andy Rymph of Chazen  
Companies designed the trail and oversaw the project. We were so fortunate to select 
TJFiacco as the contractor. We can’t say enough about the professionalism and personal 
interest that Buddy and staff especially Dave, Barney and Tom took in the project.  
Sunshine Jenkins, Grants Administrator for the OPRHP Thousand Islands Region,  
provided support through the grant process and the construction phase. The St. Lawrence 
Planning Office administered the project allowing us to be reimbursed in a speedy fashion 
to pay off our loan. Their advice during the process was invaluable. The site would still be 
bare land if Community Bank NA had not provided construction financing. 
	 The Ogdensburg Planning Department was an important part of the process. 
The trail received grant funding through State Assemblywoman Addie Jenne from the 
New York State Department of State and the State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation’s Park Development and Planning Grant Program. Funding was also received 
from the St. Lawrence River Valley Redevelopment Agency’s Community Development 
and Environment Improvement program, SeaComm Federal Credit Union and the  
Northern New York Community Foundation. Additional support came from David 
Austin 3-D Design, Atlantic Testing Laboratories, Ogdensburg Garden Club, St. Lawrence 
Waterfowlers, St. Lawrence Federal Credit Union, Masonic Charities, Great Lakes Seaway 
Trail, Fort La Presentation equity, Nicholas Vaugh. the Perry, O’Keefe, Hough and  
Cryderman families and all those who purchased a brick. A special thank you to Mickey 
and Marty Syne for designing the War of 1812 Peace Garden and the Carl E. Martel 
Memorial Fund for the flowers. The Board of Directors deserve recognition for taking on 
the project for the benefit of the community. Our volunteer maintenance crew of Marsha 
Hough, Bill Merna and Tim Cryderman who also was our clerk of the works are  
incredible and hardworking volunteers. It takes approximately 25 hours a week to  
maintain the Association’s 25 acres. There have been at least 2,000 hours put into the Trail 
so far. Anyone who enjoys the outdoors and wants to contribute to the community they 
could use your help. Stay tuned for new additions in the near future. The Miller family, 
long-time supporters of the Fort Association, are donating and constructing an 18th  
century bake oven on the trail. Naming plaques, picnic area, and benches around the 
monument, thanks to Frary Funeral Home and benches in the parking area courtesy of 
LaRue and Pitcher Funeral Home will be installed soon. There are still naming  
opportunities and bricks available.
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Barbara O’Keefe,  
President 

Fred Hanss,  
1st Vice President 

Timothy Cryderman, 
2nd Vice President
 
Judith Cree Ryan,  
Secretary

Eric Brunet, 
Treasurer
 
Joel Danko
 
Courtney Doyle
 
Ryan Frary
 
Marsha Hough
Nancy LaFaver
 
 

Harry Luchetti  
(emeritus)

Bill Merna

John Miller III

Dallas Robinson

Paul Schrems

Nicholas J. Vaugh

Board of Directors

The Founder’s Weekend Committee give their heartfelt and 
sincere thanks to all who have supported us in anyway so that 

this event can continue to be the success it is.
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If it’s Sports, it’s Community Broadcasters.

Advertisers, Activate your sponsorship NOW! Call (315) 393-1100  •  www.CBOgdensburg.com   
Broadcasting Local High School Sports.

St. Lawrence University
featured on 95.3 The Wolf

National Football League
featured on ESPN 1400

Major League Baseball
featured on ESPN 1400

College Basketball
featured on ESPN 1400

Ottawa Senators
featured on WQTK 92.7

Buffalo Bills
featured on WQTK 92.7
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Annual Recognition Awards

ST. LAWRENCE AGENCY, INC.
COMPLETE INSURANCE SERVICE

Hammond, New York 13646
Tel: (315) 324-5971
Fax: (315) 324-5972

Wayne Storie, C.O.B.
Lana Storie, V.P.

Steven Storie, Pres.
Shauna Kloepping, C.S.R.

PROMPT  PROFFESIONAL  SERVICE

Photo: Tim Cryderman-2nd Vice President, Barbara O’Keefe-President, Marsha Hough Board 
member and Fall Social Chair.

	 Debbie Janson, Freight House Restaurant - Joseph Cosentino Memorial 
Award - Special recognition for generous commitment of  self and resources to 
the Fort de la Presentation Project.

	  Assemblywoman Addie Jenne - Persis Yates Boyesen Award Presented 
to individuals or organization who have made an outstanding contribution to 
sponsor the historically accurate reconstruction and ongoing presence of Fort 
La Presentation.

Dallas R. Robinson - David L. Dickinson Award For the outstanding 
commitment of time and effort dedicated to Fort de la Presentation.
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	 The Ft. La Présentation Association held its 2018 Primitive Snowshoe 
Biathlon on March 3 and 4, 2018 at the St. Lawrence Valley Sportsman’s Club.   
A late winter storm slamming New England prevented a number of long-time 
runners from attending this year’s event, but locally, runners enjoyed early 
spring trail conditions.  Participants this year came from across New York State, 
western Vermont, Pennsylvania and the province of Quebec to run in the 2018 
event.   The Biathlon requires that participants run (or walk briskly) along a 
snowshoe trail through the woods and fire a muzzleloading rifle or musket at 
each of 5 targets on the trail.  Runners are timed, fire 2 shots at each target and 
throw a tomahawk; each hit 
reduces the runner’s time by 5 
minutes.  The Association in 
partnership with St. Lawrence 
-Lewis BOCES replaced its 
swinging iron targets for this 
year’s the event.

The top 3 runners in each class 
were:

Woman’s Primitive Rifle:
Jennifer Piccione, Quebec, 
Canada (1st), Sara Ricalton, 
Canton, NY (2nd & 3rd).

Men’s Primitive Rifle:
Richard Hanss, Jr., Rochester, 
NY (1st), Jacob Hanss, Hornell, NY (2nd), Ben Gardner, Brasher Falls, NY 
(3rd).

Senior Primitive Rifle:
David Bressette, Swanton, VT. (1st), Eric Piccione, Quebec, Canada (2nd), Ray 
Haines, Pennsylvania (3rd).

The 2018 St. Lawrence Valley 
Primitive Snowshoe Biathlon
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Serving the youth in the area for over 75 years

Changing the world one child at a time.

Men’s Smoothbore:
Charlie Shene, Canton, NY (1st).

Men’s Elder Smoothbore:
Lloyd Hargrave, Madrid, NY (1st).

Men’s Elder In-Line Rifle:
Dallas Robinson, Norfolk, NY (1st).

The Fort La Présentation Association offers its sincere thanks to its event 
sponsors, including: The St. Lawrence Valley Sportsman’s Club, The Heuvelton 
Lions Club, the Chazen Companies, T.J. Fiacco Construction, Gray’s Gun Shop, 
Forsyth’s Rifles, Inc. and St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES. Funds raised through the 
2-day event have been earmarked for use in the construction of the recently 
completed Abbé Picquet Trail on Lighthouse Point. 

Mark your calendar for the 8th Annual Primitive Snowshoe Biathlon scheduled 
for March 2 and 3, 2019!
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Fort de la Présentation
has our continued support!

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg

www.stlawrfcu.com Where People are Worth More Than Money

You’re Invited
If you live, work, worship or attend school  

in St. Lawrence County you are cordially invited  
to join St. Lawrence Federal Credit Union.

 Ogdensburg • 800 Commerce Park Drive 
 Ogdensburg • 333 State Street
 Canton  • 33 Court Street
 Potsdam  • 6585 State Highway 56

R.S.V.P.
Ogdensburg ~ Canton ~ Potsdam Federally  

Insured 

by nCua
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LeBERGE & CURTIS, INC.

The Lawn & Garden Center of 
St. Lawrence County

5984 CR 27  
Canton, NY 

315-386-LAWN 
www.lebergeandcurtis.com
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Living History Day
May 19, 2017
	 Living History Day is the culmination of a year-long project between 
Heuvelton Central School, Ogdensburg City Schools and Morristown Central 
School. Over 380 fourth and seventh  grade students from all three schools were 
involved in the project. Students studied the French and Indian War throughout 
the year and completed projects with a focus on the role Fort de la Présentation 
played in this conflict.
	 The seventh annual Living History Day took place on May 18th at Van 
Rensselaer (Lighthouse) Point.  Eighteenth century re-enactors and heritage 
interpreters demonstrated open-hearth cooking, colonial toys, colonial lighting, 
tinsmithing, cartridge rolling and other traditional activities.   Throughout the 
day, students saw, touched and tasted some of what was everyday life for their 
ancestors. They experienced the life and color of America’s history that happened 
in their own backyard.
	 Support, financial and material, was donated by the Heuvelton Parent 

Teacher Association, the Heuvelton 
Teacher’s Association, the Ogdensburg 
Education Association, and the 
Heuvelton Lions Club. St. Lawrence-
Lewis BOCES coordinated a  
School/Curriculum Improvement 
Program, allowing the three 
participating schools to split the cost 
of the presenters and admission fees. 

	 The students really enjoyed 
their learning experience. Here is what 
some of them said in thank-you notes.
	  
“Thank you very much for coming to 

show us different items from our history. I thought the whole Living History Day 
was really fun and informal. I also appreciate you taking time out of your day to 
come at help teach us stuff that people did back then. I thought everyone did a 
very good job teaching us. I had a very fun time learning.”
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Living History Day 

“At first I thought it would be really boring, but after I got there it was very 
interesting. I love when they showed us the clothing they would have worn back 
then.” 

	
	 “Another one I liked was the 
hands on toys; they were fun to play 
with and taught us how games were 
back in the day, how they used bones 
and corn husks because they didn’t 
waste anything.”
	
	
	 “I enjoyed the presentations you 
were able to set up. I am sure it took a 
lot of work. My favorite presentations 
were the tinsmith, and the rope 
making.”
	
	
	 “Thank you for the time that 

it took you to put together the Living History Day for us. I really enjoyed most 
of the stations. I also learned a lot there. My favorite parts of Living History Day 
were the rope making, the toys station, and the shooting of the cannon.”
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Living History Day 

St. Lawrence Valley English 
Country Dance Club

The first dance of the  
new season will be at  
7:00 PM on Saturday,  

October 6 at  
Ogdensburg Public Library. 

 We will dance on the first Saturday of  
each month from October to May.

All Dances taught and called
Newcomers welcome
No partners necessary

Dress is casual
Bring soft soled, low-heel shoes

For more info, email: gcherepo@slic.com
Admission is $5.00

Best wishes from  
Barbara & Jack O’Keefe

OUTPOST ON THE 
OSWEGATCHIE

73 Scott Road
Lisbon, NY 13658

(315) 393-4968

Licensed Gunsmithing on Premises

ScottJack

NAVED A. QUDSI,
D.D.S.

1322 Ford Street
Ogdensburg, NY 13669

Tel: (315) 394-0472
Fax: (315) 394-0234

Office Hours By Appointment

	 “I appreciate all of the presenters and how much work you guys put in to 
make this work...Thank you for all of your effort and the work you put in. I hope 
this all works out in the following years when the other kids get to go to this trip.”
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Let us make
your life easy.
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City of Ogdensburg

Ogdensburg City School District

Ed-Med Federal Credit Union

Judy and Terry Ryan

Larry Mix

St. Lawrence Youth Corps

John Wade & Sherman Inn Bed and 

Breakfast

Carlos Lopez

Ellen Nesbitt

Watertown Daily Times

North Country Now

Ogdensburg Journal

Channel 7 WWNYTV

Zonta International

Frary Funeral Home

NYS Department of Transportation 

Greater Ogdensburg Chamber of 

Commerce

St. Lawrence County Chamber of 

Commerce

Reenactors

Volunteers

The Public

Thank You:
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Best Wishes 
Founders Day Weekend 

2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A leading global manufacturer and marketer of office, school and 
calendar products and select computer and electronic accessories 

Best Wishes for
Founder’s Day Weekend

2018!

A leading global manufacturer and marketer of 
office, school and calendar products and select 
computer and electronic accessories.
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ATLANTIC TESTING LABORATORIES 

Serving our North Country 
friends for over 50 years.  

Construction Materials
Engineering and Testing

Environmental Consulting
Subsurface Investigations
Geotechnical Engineering

Nondestructive Testing
Pavement Engineering
Special Inspections
Water-Based Investigations
Petrography

www.AtlanticTesting.com         A WBE Certified Company 

Office Locations:   
Albany, Binghamton, Canton, Elmira, Plattsburgh, 
Poughkeepsie, Rochester, Syracuse, Utica, Watertown 

Are you looking for a 
Trusted Financial Consultant?

Eric E. Brunet, AIF®,  CWS® 
VP, Financial Consultant

315-393-7000 

See why many others in the community have chosen to work 

with Eric Brunet. Eric offers comprehensive financial planning to 

individuals, small business owners, non-profit organizations as well 

as corporations, and he has access to products from a wide range 

sources.  Call Eric to set up a FREE consultation today.

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC. Certain insurance products may be offered through LPL Financial or 
its licensed affiliates.  Community Bank, NA and Community Investment Services are not registered broker/dealers and are not affiliated with LPL Financial.  

Not FDIC Insured  |  Not Bank Guaranteed  |  May Lose Value  |  Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency  |  Not a Bank Deposit
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The Fort La Presentation wants to offer you an opportunity to showcase your 
commitment to our heritage through a memorial brick.
 
As we head closer to beginning work on the Abbé Picquet Trail and Memorial Plaza, 
the Fort la Présentation Association wants to offer you an opportunity to showcase 
your commitment for our heritage by purchasing a memorial brick.
 
Your purchased brick will be engraved with words chosen by you and incorporated 
into the design of the Abbé Picquet Memorial Plaza. So, start thinking today on how 
you want your legacy remembered at Fort de la Présentation. Logos are possible.
 
Bricks are available in two sizes:

            4” x 8” in an Onyx/Natural Color priced at $100.00 	                 
 

            

             8” x 8” in an Onyx Color priced at $250.00

 

Contact: fort1749@yahoo.com, 315-528-2817  
or 315-394-1749 for more information.

BE PART OF THE ABBÉ PICQUET 
MEMORIAL PLAZA
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Best Wishes from 
 

 

        The Town of Lisbon 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Heuvelton Lions Club 
 

 

In memory of John & Ruth Livingston 
and Paul Oves

Betty Oves
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Jeffrey L. Proulx
President

22 Park Street  
Canton, NY 13617 

Phone: 315.854.0720       Fax: 315.854.8018
jproulx1010@twcny.rr.com

Potsdam • Canton • Ogdensburg • Gouverneur
Tupper Lake • Bath • Hornell • Norwich

315-713-4412
414 Jay Street

Ogdensburg, New York 13669

Dentures • Lumineer Veneers • CEREC Crowns
Nitrous Oxide Available • Snap on Smile

Zoom Whitening • Facial Esthetics
Implant Crowns • Digital Radiographs

Mon. - Thurs. 8am - 5pm
533 State Street
Ogdensburg, New York
315-393-7236
info@drpatriciamahoney.com
www.drpatriciamahoney.com

Family Restaurant & Lounge

Overlooking the St. Lawrence River
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PARKWAY 
FORD 
INC

is proud to
welcome you to

Founder’s Weekend 2018 
presented by the

Fort de la Présentation 
Association



Founder’s Weekend23

THE FREIGHT HOUSE
RESTAURANT
Lunch • Dinner • Catering • Lounge

20 Market Street  •  Ogdensburg, New York

www.thefreighthouserestaurant.com

315.393.9088

  

Hosmer’s Marina & Smuggler’s Café 
Ogdensburg, NY  

54 East River St • Ogdensburg • 315-393-3324  

Hosmer’s Marina &
Smuggler’s Café

ogdensburg, ny

54 east river st
ogdensburg

315-393-3324

ROTARY CLUB 
OF 

OGDENSBURG
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301 Ford Street
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
Phone: (315) 393-7502

Fax: (315) 393-9231

anythingprin ted@ co mcast.net • (802) 45 7-34 14
For All Your Print & Design Needs

The Clarkson Inn

1 MAIN STREET, POTSDAM, NY
www.clarksoninn.com

315.265.3050


